
His 
Word

Is 
Truth!

This article is written by 
Pastor Tom Eckstein of Concordia 
Lutheran Church in Jamestown. 

“His Word is Truth” will appear in 
this paper every 3rd Monday.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
The title for today’s article 

is: “Comfort and 
Encouragement When God 
Doesn’t Seem to Answer Your 
Prayers.” In Matthew 7:7-8 
Jesus says: 

Some interpret 
these words to mean that God 
will give you whatever you 
ask for in prayer. But this 
interpretation leads to 
problems when God does 
NOT give us what we want.

Let’s say a woman falls and 
breaks her neck. The result is 
that she is paralyzed from the 
neck down. This woman then 
asks God to heal her of her 
paralysis. But instead of being 

healed her paralysis remains 
and even gets worse over the 
years. What are we to make 
of this? Some would say: 
“Her problem was that she 
had doubts. She didn’t believe 
strongly enough that God 
could actually heal her!”
Others would say: “Her 
problem is that she is guilty of 
some horrible sin. God did 
not answer her prayer 
because she was not worthy!” 
However, such explanations 
are wrong and sinful!

For example, there are 
many people who DO 
sincerely believe that God 
could miraculously heal them 
if He chose to do so – and yet 
these people have not been 
healed, even though they 
asked God to heal them. In 
addition, Scripture clearly 
teaches that we are ALL 
equally sinful and therefore 
NONE of us deserve anything 
from God except His wrath. 
The notion that God heals 
some people because they are 
worthy but refuses to heal 
others because they are not 
worthy is evil false teaching!

So, why doesn’t God 
always give us what we want?
The answer is: 

 When God says “No!” to 

our prayer He is actually 
saying: “I’ve got something 
better for you!” At one point 
in his life the Apostle Paul 
was suffering greatly. In 2nd 
Corinthians 12:8-9a Paul 
writes:

 In Romans 
5:1-11 Paul teaches that God 
uses suffering to strengthen 
our faith in Christ who gives 
us forgiveness of sins through 
His atoning death on the 
cross and the hope of eternal 
life through His physical 
resurrection from the dead!

I recently read an article 
by Joni Eareckson Tada 
which appears in the July-
September 2009 issue of 
Answers magazine. The title 
of her article is: “Why Do 
God’s Children Suffer?” In 
case you do not know Joni’s 
story, over 40 years ago she 
broke her neck after diving 
into shallow water. Since that 
time she has been paralyzed 
from the neck down. Now, 
Joni is a Christian! She 
confesses that she is a sinner 

and she trusts in Jesus, the 
Son of God, as her Lord and 
Savior from sin, the devil and 
eternal damnation. She 
sincerely believes that God 
could heal her paralysis. In 
fact, she has asked God many 
times to do just that. But 
God’s answer has been: “I’ve 
got something better for 
you!”

In Joni’s article 
(mentioned above) she writes 
the following: 

In Matthew chapter 7 
Jesus says: 

However, a 
few verses later Jesus goes 
on to say: 

 Scripture 
never teaches that God will 

always give us exactly what 
we ask for in prayer. Instead, 
God promises to give us 
“good gifts” – and 
sometimes those “good 
gifts” include suffering and 
trials which help us keep our 
focus on Jesus Who gives us 
forgiveness of sin and the 
hope of eternal life! (Read 
John 16:33, Romans 8:18-
39, 2nd Corinthians 1:3-9, 
Hebrews 12:1-11 and 1st 
Peter 1:3-9)

Please read the next 
“His Word is Truth” on 
Monday, August 17th!
Next month Pastor Eckstein 
will begin a new series of 

articles entitled: “The Bible: 
Answers for Modern 

Questions.” The topic of next 
month’s article will be: 

“Does the Bible Condone 
Slavery?” 

For more resources about 
Christian teaching and 
issues, go to Concordia 
Lutheran’s web page: 
www.concordiajt.org
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