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Today I begin my series on 
The Lord’s Prayer as recorded 
in Matthew 6:9-13, which 
reads:  

In my future articles I 
plan to treat each individual 

section of The Lord’s Prayer.  
However, in today’s article I 
will summarize what 
Scripture teaches about prayer 
in general.

A common statement we 
hear in our society is:  
“Prayer changes things!”
Although there is some truth 
in that statement, it can also 
be understood in a wrong 
way.  The devil would like us 
to view prayer as a kind of 
“good luck charm” or “magic 
ritual” that we use to control 
the events in our lives and 
manipulate God so that He 
will give us what we want.  
But Jesus Himself spoke 
against this kind of evil prayer 
in Matthew 6:7-8, which 
reads

But if God knows what we 
need before we ask Him, then 
why should we pray at all?  
The answer is:  “Prayer 

changes US!”  You see, God 
doesn’t need our prayer.  
However, God knows that 
WE need to pray!  Prayer, 
when done properly, changes 
us and shapes us into the kind 
of people who learn to trust in 
God and submit to His loving 
plan for our lives.  Simply put, 
Scripture teaches that prayer 
is the conversation that takes 
place between God and His 
children whom He has saved 
from their sins by the work of 
His Son, Jesus the Christ! 
God speaks to us, and we 
answer Him.  God teaches us 
how to talk to Him!  But why 
does God need to teach us 
how to talk to Him?  The 
reason is that we are sinners 
who are prone to sinful ways 
of praying.  

So, what is sinful prayer?  
, sinful prayer is done 

merely to impress God or 
others (see Matthew 6:5).  

, sinful prayer 
attempts to manipulate God or 
control Him (see Matthew 
6:7).  , sinful prayer 
doubts God and treats Him as 
merely one of several “good 
luck charms” (see James 1:6-

8).  , prayer is sinful 
when offered by one who is 
in a state of unrepentant 
rebellion against God’s will 
(see Malachi 2:13-16 and 1st
Peter 3:7).

The Good News is that 
God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
save us from ALL our sins – 
including our many forms of 
sinful prayer.  God convicts 
us of sin and then points us to 
Jesus who not only saves us 
from our sins by His death 
and resurrection for us, but 
also teaches us how to pray in 
a godly way.

So, what is godly prayer?   
, godly prayer is done in 

Jesus’ Name.  In other words, 
godly prayer is done by those 
who trust in Jesus as Lord 
and Savior and believe that 
God hears our prayers for His 
sake because of all that He 
has done to save us from our 
sins (see John 14:6, Romans 
1:8 and 1st Timothy 2:1-6).  

, godly prayer is done 
in submission to God’s will 
(see Matthew 6:10 & 26:39, 
James 4:13-15 and 1st John 
5:14-15).  , godly 
prayer means that one trusts 

that God will hear and 
answer as He sees best (see 
Matthew 7:7-11 and Romans 
8:28).  , godly prayer 
is offered by one who is 
repentant of his or her sin 
(see Psalms 32 & 51; also 1st
John 1:8-2:2).

With the above 
understood, what is the 
purpose of prayer?  , 
we use prayer to praise and 
thank God for all His 
undeserved physical and 
spiritual blessings (see 
Philippians 4:6-7 and 1st
Thessalonians 5:16-18).  

, we use prayer to 
ask God to meet our specific 
needs.  But why do we do this 
if God already knows what 
we need?  The reason is that 
WE need to learn to ask God 
for what we need so that we 
will always understand that 
all we have always and only 
comes from His Hand.  

, we use prayer to 
confess our sins to God so 
that we might be lifted up by 
His Words of mercy and new 
life in Jesus.  

Much more could be said 
about God’s gift of prayer, 

and we will examine what 
Scripture teaches about 
prayer in detail as we focus 
on The Lord’s Prayer in 
future articles – 

  Until then, 
remember that God hears and 
answers (as He sees best!) 
the prayers of those who 
repent of their sin and rejoice 
in the salvation won for us by 
His Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.


